Twenty-two

JC OR a time after Clarendon's fall, peace descended
upon English politics. The House of Commons, having
satisfied its craving fora victim and its curiosity about the
more obscure transactions in the war, relapsed into its nor-
mal state of uselessness. Seventeenth Century Parliaments,
while remarkably learned in theology and the theories of
constitutional law, were quite ignorant of the practical
problems of government, quite unable to remedy evils in
administration. Nevertheless, they were constantly striv-
ing to assume control, for the notion that the representa-
tives of the people should govern was becoming firmly
rooted in England. Charles, convinced that there could be
no success save through absolutism, set himself so firmly
against the trend of the age that while he lived the ex-
ponents of Parliamentary rule gained nothing but ex-
perience.

To achieve success Charles used the oddest set of minis-
ters that was ever given the semblance of power in Eng-
land* He had to have men to do his bidding, but neither
fools nor honest men would do- If he had fools, he would
have to do all the work himself, and he had no stomach
for that. Honest men would not serve him faithfully in all
things because most of them were out of sympathy with
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